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East River Trail Plaza, Corner of N. Baird and Main Street, Green Bay, WI
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The City of Green Bay Parks Department and Green Bay Public Arts Commission(GBPAC) is seeking to
commission artist(s) to create a bold innovative public art commission on the rectangular East River
Trail Plaza located along Main Street, sited between N. Baird Street and N. Irwin, along the riverfront.

Summary of Opportunity
The City of Green Bay Parks Department and GBPAC invite artists and artist teams to submit their
proposals to develop an outdoor artwork that will activate and enhance the East River Trail plaza
located along the East River Recreational Trail. Artwork should create a sense of space as pedestrians
travel down the recreational trail. Artwork should contain vertical elements that are visually engaging
both during the day and at night.
The site will be undergoing landscape improvements in spring of 2020 (see attached). Building on these
improvements, City staff wish to have an artist or artist team create artwork for the plaza that will
create a sense of place within the Arts District, celebrate the history of the area, and develop a visually
engaging space for local residents and visitors.
This opportunity is open to artists and artist teams with a demonstrated history of completing largescale, outdoor public art projects. Following the call-for-art application deadline, the City will convene a
selection panel of arts professionals, City staff, elected officials and community representatives to review
the applications. The committee will select finalist artists, who will present their design proposals to the
selection committee. Finalists will present their design proposals at the October 23rd meeting of the
GBPAC and a final artist or artist team will be selected.

Successful public art proposals will approach the site with a bold and creative vision that is sensitive to
the surrounding neighborhood and its diverse residents. Proposals will consider the planned landscaping,
and maintain the accessibility and functionality of the plaza and recreational trail. Designs will include
elements of an appropriate size, scale and orientation to engage viewing from multiple potential vantage
points, including pedestrian, bike and vehicular traffic. The artwork will be engineered to withstand the
demands of its environment; only durable and resilient media will be considered.
Community members are encouraged to share this opportunity with artists they hope will apply.

Background

Situated along the East River, the East River Trail serves as a recreational trail for the community while
highlighting the natural beauty of the waterway. The one-block segment of recreational trail will also
incorporate a plaza area for gathering and viewing the East River. The Plaza proposal includes water
overlooks as well as natural planted elements.
The East River Trail Plaza is located within the City of Green Bay and is only one small section along the
East River Trail. The once underutilized space will soon be a spot for potential gatherings located within
the Arts District.
The Plaza is in the early stages of development, but is slated to break ground starting in spring of 2020.
The goals of the East River Plaza are to create a unique space that is visually engaging while maintaining
the recreational aspects of the trail and park.

Current Site Photos

Themes and Objectives
The Plaza will provide a variety of opportunities for the public interacting with the space. Proposed
artwork should help enhance the local environment and create a sense of space as pedestrians travel
down the recreational trail and carry into the pedestrian viewing areas. Vision for the space includes
incorporating visual vertical elements that are engaging both during the day and at night.
The Plaza can accommodate a variety of media. Existing artwork may be considered. A wide range of
forms of artwork will also be considered including but not limited to freestanding sculpture(s),
architectural/functional elements, and interactive works. Art cannot impact the recreational use of the
trail, and other restricted areas (please see attached map for restricted areas).

Eligibility
This Call for Artist is open to visual Artists or artist teams working in any medium with experience
executing their ideas from concept to installation completion, meeting a specified budget and timeframe,
and working in the public realm with public agencies.

Budget
The budget is negotiable within reason. Artist’s budget will include Artist design fees, materials,
fabrication, Artist travel, and final installation (including any necessary sub-contracted services).
The selected artist will be responsible for contracting engineering services required for affiliated
foundations, infrastructure, lighting, and any other utilities needed for the artwork.

Required Submission Materials
The Artist, or Artist Team, must submit the following:
A. Contact information
B. A statement of interest that articulates the Artist’s or Artist Team’s desire to participate
C. Clear narrative description of the proposed work, including an estimated delivery installation
schedule.
D. Illustrations/conceptual designs: Additional visual support material and/or illustrations that depict
the proposed work within the eligible areas of the site. Designs should display colors, materials,
dimensions of the proposed work(s), and base fixture plan and footing requirements. Acceptable
formats include:
a. Digital images in .jpg or .pdf format
b. Illustrations on 8.5x11 page
E. Proposed budget. The budget must cover the production of the sculpture, base, artist fee, site
preparation, delivery, installation, and any sub-contacting costs.
F. Maintenance Plans. Maintenance plans must include a list of materials, estimated maintenance
schedule with approximate life span of sculptural elements, and budget.
G. A resume that details the Artist’s past experience, emphasizing experience in public art and
working with public agencies. If the application is from an Artist Team, one Artist will submit a
single resume for the whole team with individual resumes integrated into 1 document (4 page
maximum)

H. No more than ten (10) images that fairly represent the Artist’s, or Artist Team’s body of work.
These images will include artwork title, medium, size, commissioning organization, budget, date,
and brief design statement.
I. Three (3) references, with contact information only, for recently completed projects

Artist Selection Process
This is a phased process. During the first phase the Parks department will review all artist submissions
and select artists for consideration. Artists selected for consideration will present their public art
proposal at the October 23rd meeting of the GBPAC. A final artist/artist team will be selected following
the meeting and will require Park Committee and City Council approvals.

Instructions for Submittal of Proposals
The application deadline is October 1st, 2019 and is open to all professional Artists and Artist Teams
nationwide. Preference will be given to Artists and Artist Teams that have experience implementing
their ideas and work in the public realm with government agencies. Please submit the above required
submission materials by the date above, by mail or email to:
Emma Browne
City of Green Bay
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department
100 North Jefferson Street, Room 510
Green Bay, WI 54301
emmabr@greenbaywi.gov

Project Contact
All questions related to this Call-for-Artists can be sent to:
Emma Browne
emmabr@greenbaywi.gov
920-448-3383

Disclaimer
The City of Green Bay reserves the right to decline all submissions and terminate this project at any
time, without notice. Selection of a finalist does not constitute a contract between the selected Artist
and/or Artist Team and the City of Green Bay, and is not a guarantee or a right to enter into a contract.

