PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION (continued)


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION

Meeting of the Water Commission held at 8:30 a.m., Monday, September 8, 2014 at the Water Utility office.

Present:  President James F. Blumreich, Kathryn Hasselblad-Pascale, Leon R. Engler, Douglas J. Martin, Lisa M. Bauer Lotto, and Nanette M. Nelson.  Also present:  Alderperson Thomas G. Sladek, General Manager Quirk, Comptroller Mueller, Engineering Services Manager Powell, System Support Specialist Brunner, Executive Secretary Fournier, and Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle.

Excused:  John C. Heugel.
Action Items

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Blumreich.  A motion was made by Hasselblad-Pascale, seconded by Martin and unanimously carried to approve the regular Water Commission Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2014.
2.  Engineering Services Manager Powell stated that the staff has reviewed the 36-Inch Transmission Main Interconnect Improvements Project Contract bids that were received, and counsels that the Water Commission recommend to the City Council acceptance of the lower qualified bidder, which is Degroot Construction, Inc.  Hasselblad-Pascale questioned what type of contingency is included in the bid.  Powell answered that the bid total represents a lump sum payment price, and that no additional costs are anticipated.  Hasselblad-Pascale requested that the Commission be notified should the project go off budget.  A motion was made by Hasselblad-Pascale, seconded by Martin and unanimously carried to approve the staff’s recommendation.
Discussion Items
3.  President Blumreich read the public notice announcing the Water Commission’s intention to meet in Executive Session.  A motion was made by Blumreich, seconded by Engler and unanimously carried by roll call to enter into Executive Session—pursuant to Section 19.85 (1) (d) Wisconsin Statutes— for the purpose of considering strategies for crime detection or prevention within the Utility’s IT system.  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, a motion was made by Engler, seconded by Hasselblad-Pascale and unanimously carried by roll call to adjourn the Executive Session and return to the regular order of business.
Information Items
4.  Water Commission members reviewed the financial report.  Comptroller Mueller stated that the City of Green Bay Common Council approved the initial resolution on the bond refinancing, and that it is moving forward as expected.
5.  General Manager Quirk reported on the status of the Water Utility.  Quirk stated that the staff had worked with Black and Veatch on the pipeline assessment, and that they slightly revised the risk factor, taking into account the latest 36-inch main break.  She added that they also stated that the Utility needs to plan opportunistic inspections during improvement projects, and to provide periodic visual inspections.  Quirk also stated that Brenda Staudenmaier, a water customer who had attended a previous Water Commission meeting with regard to the fluoride in the water, sent an e-mail to all of the City of Green Bay alderpersons restating her concern.  Quirk clarified that the fluoride levels are extremely minimal, and well below the DNR regulations—and that there is no need for concern.  She went on to state that she attended the Civil Affairs Battalion ceremony recently held in Green Bay.  Also, that the City of Green Bay has completed a study on engineering salaries, which will be reviewed by the Common Council.  Quirk added that she plans on conducting a salary study during the following year for all Utility positions.  She went on to state that with regard to the upcoming Wisconsin Water Association annual meeting, Commissioners Blumreich and Hasselblad-Pascale will be receiving the Stewards of Safe Water Recognition Award.  In addition, the Utility will be receiving a Good Neighbor Award, the World Water Day Award, and the Cross-Connection Award.  Quirk added that Customer Service and Metering Manager Mahoney also will be discussing winter operations, and that she will be talking on the legislative aspects.
Quirk went on to state that the Village of Wrightstown water agreement will be going to the City of Green Bay Improvement and Service Committee, and then to the Common Council—and that Wrightstown received DNR approval for the design and specifications on the pipeline.  She added that during the following week, there will be a boat tour of the river and the bay on water quality issues.  Quirk further stated that the Utility also will be taking part in customer service training arranged by the City of Green Bay.  She added that with regard to Toledo, Ohio’s blue-green algae issue, she and Water Quality Manager Hardwick met with Water Resources Specialist Erin Wilcox at NEW Water to discuss source water testing with the Utility’s taps.  In addition, the staff will work with Laura at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College to establish an internship at the Utility in the engineering, metering, filtration plant, and lake station areas.  Quirk added that she and the managers had developed and prioritized a list of the strategic plan tasks, and that she will present that material at the next Commission meeting.

6.  Upon motion, meeting adjourned at 9:42 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,


___________________________________


Leon R. Engler, Secretary
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