PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION (continued)


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION

Meeting of the Water Commission held at 8:30 a.m., Monday, September 9, 2013 at the Water Utility office.

Present:  President Albert H. Toma, James F. Blumreich, Kathryn Hasselblad-Pascale, Leon R. Engler, Douglas J. Martin, Lisa M. Bauer Lotto, and John C. Heugel.  Also present:  General Manager Quirk, Comptroller Mueller, Engineering Services Manager Powell, Distribution Maintenance Manager Pavlik, Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle, David Koch (Black and Veatch), Bryon Livingston (Black and Veatch), and Nathan Phelps (Green Bay Press-Gazette).
Excused:  Alderperson Timothy A. De Wane.
Action Items

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Toma.  Toma and Water Commission members welcomed newly‑appointed Water Commissioners Lisa M. Bauer Lotto, John C. Heugel, and Douglas J. Martin.  A motion was made by Blumreich, seconded by Hasselblad-Pascale and unanimously carried to approve the regular Water Commission Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2013.
2.  A motion was made by Hasselblad-Pascale, seconded by Engler and unanimously carried to approve the final payment to Oudenhoven Construction for work completed on Contract 42-inch Discharge Header Replacement.
Discussion Items
3.  Water Commission members discussed the draft report for the Engineering Analysis and Risk Mitigation for the December 29, 2012 Water Main Break on East Mason Street.  David Koch of Black and Veatch stated that their presentation would include four major areas, those being:  the team introduction, the forensic evaluation of the failed pipe, the risk assessment, and the risk mitigation.  Bryon Livingston of Black and Veatch went into detail on the risk assessment that his company performed.  Commissioners Hasselblad-Pascale and Bauer Lotto questioned the corrosive conditions in the City of Green Bay.  Livingston replied that recommendations to address their concerns are noted in the report.
Toma concluded that this incident appears to be a unique situation.  Koch agreed, labeling it the ‘perfect storm.’  Toma asked General Manager Quirk what the next steps would be for the Water Utility.  Quirk answered that the interconnect at Allen Road is important, and that this would allow the Utility to shut down the pipe to perform repairs.  She added that Koch had submitted a draft report that would be sent to the Commission members, and that there also is a forensic analysis available for those who are interested.  Toma requested that Quirk send the draft report to the Commission members by September 27th, and that the Commission members offer any comments concerning the report within the following week.
Information Items
4.  Water Commission members reviewed the financial report.  Comptroller Mueller stated that the industrial water usage continues to drop off as anticipated, and he added that Procter and Gamble and Wisconsin Public Service Corporation are the two main reasons for this variation.
5.  General Manager Quirk reported on the status of the Water Utility.  She stated that the staff had placed pictures of the Utility and its facilities over the years on the conference room wall.  Quirk added that there is a new privacy law whereby all of the water customer information that currently is public will be private, and that as a result, the customers will be required to set up a password to obtain access to their accounts.  Comptroller Mueller further explained that a customer will need to have their water bill and its associated meter number available in order to request information on their account.  Quirk stated that with regard to the lead service situation, the Utility submitted its proposal to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and the DNR stated that the Utility did an excellent job on its research.  She also stated that the DNR would be requesting some timelines, and that she would be meeting with Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle on the consent order, feedback for which should be coming within the month.
Quirk went on to state that the draining of the reservoirs is progressing well, and that the Utility has reduced the water levels everywhere except in the middle—which will result in the Utility installing a pump to rectify the situation.  Also, the Hobart tank painting, located within City of Green Bay limits, is nearing completion.  Quirk further stated that the pressure gauges are being put on the hydrants so that the hydraulic model of the distribution system can be calibrated.  She also stated that staff members will be attending the Wisconsin Water Association Annual Conference during the upcoming week.  Employees will be involved in both speaking at the meetings and also in the various competitions.  As well, Commissioner Toma will receive the Stewards of Safe Water Recognition Award for 10 years of service.  Quirk added that Toma has stated that effective September 30th, he will be resigning his position as Water Commission President.  Toma stated that he has enjoyed his service, and that the Green Bay Water Utility is a very well-run and well-managed organization.  He urged the Commission to continue to keep the water ratepayers in mind in terms of both cost and service.  Quirk added that elections would be held at next month’s Commission meeting.  Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle stated that the Bay Beach logo has been placed on the Quincy Water Tank.  He clarified that this type of display will only be authorized in combination with the City of Green Bay, and that there is an agreement in place to this effect.
6.  Upon motion, meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,


___________________________________


Kathryn M. Hasselblad-Pascale, Secretary
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