PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION (continued)


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREEN BAY WATER COMMISSION

Meeting of the Water Commission held at 8:30 a.m., Monday, December 8, 2014 at the Water Utility office.

Present:  President James F. Blumreich, Leon R. Engler, Douglas J. Martin, Lisa M. Bauer Lotto, John C. Heugel, and Nanette M. Nelson.  Also present:  Alderperson Thomas G. Sladek, General Manager Quirk, Comptroller Mueller, Engineering Services Manager Powell, Distribution Maintenance Manager Pavlik, Executive Secretary Fournier, Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle, and Melanie Falk (City of Green Bay Human Resources Operations Manager).

Excused:  Kathryn Hasselblad-Pascale.
Action Items

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Blumreich.  A motion was made by Nelson, seconded by Martin and unanimously carried to approve the regular Water Commission Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2014.
2.  General Manager Quirk stated that she is requesting approval on the reclassification of the distribution technician position to that of distribution supervisor.  City of Green Bay Human Resources (H/R) Operations Manager Falk distributed copies of the reclassification recommendation.  Falk stated that this position currently is at a pay grade level of 30.  Based upon the H/R review, the recommendation is that this position be reclassified to a pay grade level of 32, and that the title be changed to distribution supervisor.  A motion was made by Bauer Lotto, seconded by Engler and unanimously carried to approve the reclassification of the distribution technician position to distribution supervisor.
Items 3 and 4 under the Action Items were combined.
3.  General Manager Quirk stated that information received subsequent to the November Water Commission meeting caused the staff to request that the Commission members reconsider the awarding of the backhoe/loader and 14 cubic yard heated dump body quotations from that meeting.  A motion was made by Heugel and seconded by Martin to rescind the motion from the previous Water Commission meeting concerning the backhoe/loader and 14 cubic yard heated dump body quotations, and to approve the staff’s recommendation for those two pieces of equipment.
A motion was made by Heugel, seconded by Martin and unanimously carried to amend the prior motion to include solely the backhoe/loader quotation.  A motion was made by Heugel, seconded by Martin and unanimously carried to rescind the motion from the previous Water Commission meeting concerning the 14 cubic yard heated dump body, whereby the award went to the next low qualified quoter due to the fact that the low quoter did not conform to specifications.
Blumreich questioned whether the Commission retains the right to refuse a submitted quotation.  Water Commission Attorney Vande Castle responded that public bidding requirements apply only for construction contracts; thus, these quotations are for the Water Utility’s use only—the Utility is not required to 
solicit quotations on this equipment.  He added that the bidding process allows the Utility to reject any and all bids by statute.  The motion to rescind the 14 cubic yard heated dump body award from the previous meeting, as noted above, was unanimously carried.  A motion was made by Heugel, seconded by Engler and unanimously carried to requote the 14 cubic yard heated dump body.  The motion to rescind the backhoe/loader award from the previous meeting and award that piece of equipment as recommended by staff, as noted above, was unanimously carried.
Pavlik was excused from the meeting.
4.  Water Commission members reviewed the 2015 Water Utility operating budget.  Blumreich stated that a Budget Analysis Adhoc Committee meeting had been held with Commissioners Hasselblad-Pascale, Bauer Lotto, and himself to evaluate the budget in line-by-line detail.  Comptroller Mueller reviewed the highlights of the budget.  Nelson questioned what will happen with rates in the future.  Mueller responded that the staff had projected 3 percent per year.  General Manager Quirk added that this may depend upon the lead and copper rule in 2016.  Quirk then discussed the five-year capital improvement plan, focusing on the highlights for each Utility department.  Mueller stated that with regard to the rate of return for the budget, the PSC would provide 1.55 percent, and the Utility is authorized for 2.77 percent.  A motion was made by Heugel, seconded by Engler and unanimously carried to approve the proposed 2015 Water Utility operating budget.
Information Items
5.  Water Commission members reviewed the financial report.
6.  General Manager Quirk reported on the status of the Water Utility.  She stated that for the twentieth consecutive year, Comptroller Mueller has been presented with the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association.  Water Commission members congratulated Mueller and the staff on this notable accomplishment.  Quirk also stated that Customer Service and Metering Manager Mahoney recently submitted an article on the Utility’s cross-connection program, which was featured on the front cover of the National Backflow Prevention Plumbing Standards Magazine.  She added that the Utility also is remodeling its meter shop area—which was long overdue.  In addition, the Utility will be performing a 36-inch main tap; however, in terms of current flows, it will not be necessary to enact emergency conservation measures.  Quirk went on to state that concerning the Village of Wrightstown water service agreement, Wrightstown representatives held a public meeting, and the pipeline construction bids are expected to be opened on December 18th.  She added that all involved are hoping that financing will allow Wrightstown to proceed with this project.
7.  Upon motion, meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,


___________________________________


Leon R. Engler, Secretary
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