Have You Seen This Pest?  Updated November 2013
In July of 2009 an Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) beetle was found in the City of Green Bay stuck to a Purple Panel Detection Trap set by the State of Wisconsin Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Protection.  That find marked the first known presence of EAB in the City of Green Bay and Brown County.  Since that initial find in 2009, the only known pocket of infested ash trees are within a ½ mile radius of the confluence of the East and Fox Rivers.  EAB is a small metallic green beetle that can infest all types of ash trees.  EAB will kill ash trees if not treated to prevent being infested by EAB. 
For more information on Emerald Ash Borer please visit www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov or  www.emeraldashborer.info
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What will be the Impact of EAB in Green Bay?
A recent I-Tree study based on a street tree inventory (2009) of 35,000 street trees in Green Bay, indicate there are approximately 7,500 ash street trees.  The I-Tree study calculated the average value of benefits for a 15” diameter ash street tree is $150.00 per year.  Ash trees make up 21 percent of the street tree population in Green Bay.  This percentage does not account for the number of ash trees present in our parks system or ash trees on private property.  Research figures suggest the total number of ash trees for an urban area including those on private property can be estimated by multiplying the number of street trees by 7.  Using this calculation it is probable in the City of Green Bay there are tens of thousands of ash trees potentially at risk from this pest.  The Green Bay Forestry Division is committed to “Slowing the Spread” of EAB in the Green Bay Metro Area. 
What is the Green Bay Forestry Division Doing about EAB?

Since EAB came on the radar screen in 2002, Green Bay Forestry has been working cooperatively with state agencies to survey the City for EAB.  As Forestry Crews remove ash trees, branch samples are peeled to inspect for EAB larva feeding on the ash trees.  The larva feed under the bark of the trees and are responsible for the death of the tree.  Green Bay Forestry continues to monitor ash trees looking for signs and symptoms related to EAB activity during routine forestry operations.  The Forestry Division also sets purple panel traps in the City to help detect adult EAB beetles in the area.  The main focus will now be on ash trees in a 1.5 mile radius of EAB infested ash trees.  Ash trees in this radius will be inspected for: EAB infestation, to identify potential trees for treatment options, or the removal of the tree.
The City of Green Bay no longer plants ash trees in the parks or along the City streets.  Ash trees in the parks and along the City streets are monitored for signs of decline or structural instability and are removed at that time.  
Emerald Ash Borer has never successfully been eradicated in any infested area.  All efforts made in the City of Green Bay will be to slow the spread of EAB and to allow time to educate homeowners on options for ash trees in their yard and to manageably reduce the number of public ash trees in the City of Green Bay.
Green Bay Forestry will treat ash trees for two purposes.  
1. To protect ash trees from infestation for the long term survival of selected ash trees to remain as a component of the urban forest.  Trees selected for long term treatment must meet a criterion that warrants the site and the tree desirable for tree longevity. 
2. To reduce the number of infested ash trees in an infested area and to minimize the immediate impact of a larger EAB infestation.  This will allow the Forestry crew to remove undesirable ash trees over the next 4 years without allowing EAB populations to build by infesting untreated ash trees.  

Eradication of this pest is not a viable option and has never been successfully completed.  Treatment of select trees is a management tool to allow for a more systematic reduction of the ash tree population.  
In 2013 Green Bay Forestry was awarded a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant (GLRI), funded through the US Forest Service.  This grant will focus on the treatment of ash trees in Green Bay to help “Slow the Spread” of EAB. Along with treating ash trees the grant will also fund the replanting of trees in areas where ash trees are being removed due to EAB.  Funding from this grant can be used through 2015.    

What can I do to protect my tree from Emerald Ash Borer?

There are treatment options for protecting your ash tree from being infested with EAB.  However research indicates that no available treatment is 100 percent effective.  Some treatment options are available to the homeowner to do themselves.  Other treatments require a professional certified pesticide applicator to make the treatment.  Treatments can be costly and will need to be repeated for the life of the tree.  For more info on homeowner management options visit  http://www.co.brown.wi.us/departments/?department=68d3c3d55278&subdepartment=15770af543fd click on the Emerald Ash Borer tab.  Also  www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov and click on the “For Homeowners” tab .  Before considering any treatment, make sure that the tree is actually an ash tree!  Only ash trees are susceptible to EAB, Mountain Ash trees are not true ash and NOT susceptible to EAB.
The best preventive tools we have at this time are treatment of desirable ash trees and not move firewood or wood packing material like pallets that are made from ash wood.  Brown County is under a quarantine prohibiting the movement of all hardwood firewood or ash logs outside of the county unless certified by WIDATCP www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov    It is also recommended to not purchase or move firewood from another county to Brown County.  The fastest way to spread EAB is by moving infested firewood to another site.   www.dontmovefirewood.org 
If you have an ash tree that you think may have EAB, contact the City of Green Bay Forestry Division at 448-3365.  

